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Commander's Corner
Comrades, Brothers, and Sisters,
September is a month that reminds us why organizations like the Veterans of Foreign Wars remain so
important. It is a time to remember sacrifice, honor those who served, and continue strengthening the bonds
between our veterans and the communities we call home.

This September 11 marks 25 years since the attacks on our nation. Rather than hold a separate ceremony at
Post 6287 this year, we will be supporting our comrades at VFW Post 8108 in Riverview and encourage our
members to join them for their 9/11 remembrance ceremony. We also encourage members to participate in or
support Lennard High School’s 9/11 Remembrance Walk. Seeing our young people take the time to remember
the victims, first responders, military members, and families affected by September 11 is an important
reminder that our responsibility to preserve that history continues with the next generation.

Later that evening, our Riders will host a Shrimp Boil at Post 6287. After a day of remembrance and reflection,
we invite our members and guests to come together in the spirit of camaraderie and fellowship. We can honor
the significance of the day while also appreciating the friendships and community that unite us.

The following day, September 12, our first District 12 meeting of the new VFW year will be held in Dade City.
District meetings give us an opportunity to exchange ideas with other Posts, learn what is happening
throughout our area, and make sure Post 6287 continues to be an active voice within the VFW. I encourage
our officers and members who are able to attend and become more involved beyond the walls of our own
Post.

September also gives us an opportunity to remember our prisoners of war and those still missing in action.
Their service and sacrifice must never be forgotten. We should also remember the principles veterans have
defended throughout our nation’s history as we recognize Constitution Day on September 17.

Closer to home, we continue to see strong participation in our Post activities and increasing involvement from
both our members and the surrounding community. That momentum is important. A successful Post is not
measured only by membership numbers or the money raised at an event—it is measured by how well we
serve veterans, support one another, and remain part of the community around us.

Our plans for future improvements to the Post also continue to move forward. The new walk-in cooler and
screened outdoor gathering area remain important goals, and fundraising will be a major part of making those
projects a reality. Every event, donation, volunteer hour, and new idea helps move us closer.

I continue to ask every member to find a way to become involved. Attend an event. Volunteer for a few hours.
Bring another veteran to the Post. Support one of our programs. Sometimes the smallest contribution makes
the biggest difference.

Thank you to our officers, Auxiliary, volunteers, bartenders, committee members, and everyone who
continues to give their time and energy to Post 6287. Our success belongs to all of you.

Together, we will continue building a Post that honors the past, serves veterans today, and remains strong for
those who will follow us.

Camaraderie is our product. Strong veterans and a stronger Post are the outcome.

 
Yours in comradeship,
Paul Maynard
Commander, VFW Post 6287 



Letter from the Past Auxiliary President

Dear Members,

August has flown by. The Auxiliary is going through some changes. At our next meeting we will be
voting on a new treasurer, a chaplain and one or two trustee positions. If there is anyone interested
in getting involved and would like to run for a position please contact me and I will give you further
information forthat position. 

September is fast approaching and we have a lot to do. We need a new person to chair the Patriots
Pen and Voice of Democracy events. This is a very large part of what we do with the schools our
area. It is a joint project with the VFW side of our post. For further information please contact me.

This month our planning and house meetings have been moved to September 1st because of the
holiday weekend. There will not be a breakfast on the 6th for the same reason.

On September 5th we will have our first planning meeting for the Veterans Day Parade. The meeting
will be held at the Post at 4pm. If you would like to help with this event we would love it. We will need
all the volunteers that we can get for this one. It is one of our largest events of the year.

 On September 11th the riders will be holding a shrimp boil from 5 to 7pm. It sounds like a lot of fun.
Come out and join us.

On September 12th there is a District meeting at Post 4283 in Dade City. It starts at noon. Anyone
who is interested in attending check with our Post for rides and directions.

We have one of the best Auxiliaries in the state. Thank you to all our Auxiliary members. Our
members make us what we are. We do what we do for our Vets.

Thank You,
Ned Letts 
Past Auxiliary President
Post 6287 

 





Welcome to Our New Members
We're proud to introduce the newest members of our VFW family. Each has

answered the call of service and joins us in camaraderie, tradition and
community support. Please extend a warm welcome when you see them at the 

Justin Miles Cook - Life Member * Lea Ann Habib - Life Member 
Jeffery Steven Ramer - Life Member  * Jeff Allen Redford - Annual  Member

Darrel Kenith Santor - Life Transfer  * William Henry Schoeder - Life Transfer 
David C Stratton - Annual Member  * Kevin A Williamson -  Life Transfer 

Thanks to your dedication and recruiting efforts, our Post is continuing to grow
and thrive! Every new comrade strengthens our mission, fellowship and ability to
serve both veterans and the community. Keep the momentum going: Reach out,
invite and welcome those who've served to stand with us. Together, we honor

the past and build the future of our Post.

Attention Veterans and Veteran Family Members
Not a member?  Interested in joining our family?

VFW Membership
Membership is open to those who have served in a foreign war zone. Veterans, just

bring in your DD214 and sign up for as little as $40 per year. Prefer not to renew
annually? Choose a Lifetime Membership  - installment options are available.

Auxiliary Membership:
If you haven’t served, you may qualify through a parent, grandparent, spouse,

sibling or child who has served in a foreign war zone. Auxiliary membership is just
$40 a year and Lifetime Membership is also available.

DD214 Copies Are 
Available Online

Digital copies are available to all
members and potential members. 

Please visit:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-

service-records/





VFW Post 6287 Riders Group
August tested us with the heat and the rain, but it never slowed the VFW Riders of
Ruskin Memorial Post 6287.
 
We wrapped up the summer with our final Grill n Chill. A sincere thank-you to our
members and the entire community for turning out and supporting us—your
presence made it a success.
 
It was a wet and hot month, yet that didn’t keep us off the road. Many rides found
your riders slogging through the rain and heat. One group made the long trip out
to Lake Okeechobee for the Tree Tunnel Ride and came home thoroughly soaked.
That’s the spirit of this crew: weather or not, we ride.
 
We were also proud to support AMVETS 44 at their presale ticket party for the
upcoming Patriot’s Day Ride. Standing alongside fellow veterans and riders is
always a privilege.
 
Looking ahead to September, we’ve got a full plate: our monthly meeting on the
5th, the Shrimp Boil on the 11th, and plenty of miles still to cover. Keep an eye on
the calendar and join us on the road.
 
Proud to represent Post 6287 as a member and a rider.
 

Respectfully,
Michael McFerron
President, VFW Riders Group, Ruskin Memorial Post 6287



A Light in The Darkness
New York Fire Department Chaplain Father Mychal Judge

A Legacy of Love on September 11, 2001
 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. This month marks the 25thanniversary of the unprovoked and dastardly attack on our country
carried out by evil islamic terrorists on September 11, 2001. That day, 2,977 people were murdered in
cold blood at the World Trade Center (WTC), the Pentagon, and those brave souls who went down as
heroes on Flight 93. In this chaplain’s corner, I would like to share with you the story of the New York
Fire Department (NYFD) Chaplain, Father Mychal Judge.

On the morning of 9/11, when news of the attack on the WTC reached him, Fr. Judge immediately
sprang into action. Without hesitation, he made his way to the North Tower, where the NYFD had set up
a command post. As firemen raced into the burning buildings, risking their lives to save others, Fr.
Judge was there with them, offering prayers, comfort, and the Holy Sacraments.

It was there, in the midst of chaos and danger, that Fr. Judge performed his final act of love and
devotion. As he knelt in prayer, praying for the safety of the firemen and all those trapped in the towers,
the South Tower collapsed. Debris rained down upon the area, and Fr. Judge was struck and killed by
falling rubble. He was later carried out of the tower by firemen. The image of his lifeless body being
carried from the wreckage became one of the most poignant symbols of the tragedy of that day. The
firemen laid Fr. Judge’s body on the altar at St. Peter Parish, just 40 yards from the destroyed WTC. Fr.
Judge was officially recorded as Victim 0001, the first certified fatality of the attacks. His death was a
profound loss, not only to those who knew him but to all who were touched by his example of
selflessness, love, and devotion.

The 9/11 attacks were motivated by an ideology of hatred that sought to instill fear and division. But the
life and death of Fr. Judge stand as a potent reminder that love, especially the Christian love
exemplified by Jesus Christ, can and will overcome such hatred.

As members of the VFW, we are called to remember and honor the sacrifices of those who serve our
nation. Father Mychal Judge’s life and death embody the very ideals that we hold dear: courage,
sacrifice, and unwavering commitment to others. Let us, therefore, strive to follow his example, to be
beacons of hope and love in our own communities, and to carry forward the legacy of those who, like
Father Judge, and all those who fought and died in the War on Terrorism, gave everything in service to
others. “Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends" (John 15:13). 
God love you!

 

Yours in Christ,
 
Kyle F. Moore, Th.M
MSgt, USAF Ret.
Chaplain, VFW Post 6287
Deus Vult. Pro Deo et Patria

Chaplain's Corner
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★ Call for Member Memorabilia
Our Post keeps growing because of members like you. Every patch, photo, and challenge coin
on our walls tells a chapter of service — yours, and ours. Help us keep that story visible and
highlight the depth and diversity of experience in our membership.

Fill the Patch Wall
Our patch board has outgrown itself and is becoming a
Patch Wall — a living display of the places our members
have served.

They’re a big part of your service —
and a growing part of our Post.

If you have extras, we’d love to add them
to the displays.

Share Your Service Photos
Help dress up our newly renovated

home with photos from our own
membership. 

You might even see yourself on this
page one day, like this member,

Wayne Atwood. 

To Submit
Place items in a labeled envelope — “Patch Wall,” “Service Photos,” or “Challenge Coins” — and
leave it with the bartender or bring it to the next membership meeting. Photos can also be left
at the Canteen for JJ Mraz.

Contribute Challenge Coins









This Month in History 
September 1, 1939 — World War II Begins
Germany invaded Poland, prompting Britain and France to declare war two days later. The invasion 
marked the beginning of World War II, eventually involving more than 30 nations.

September 2, 1945 — World War II Officially Ends
Representatives of Japan formally surrendered aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. General Douglas MacArthur
signed for the Allies and Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz signed for the U.S.

September 5, 1781 — Battle of the Chesapeake
A French fleet defeated the British Royal Navy near the mouth of Chesapeake Bay, preventing British forces from
reinforcing or evacuating Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, leading to an American victory there.

September 7, 1940 — The Blitz Begins
Nazi Germany began a sustained bombing campaign against London and other British cities. For the next eight
months, British civilians and the Royal Air Force endured relentless attacks.

September 11, 2001 — Terrorist Attacks on the United States
Nearly 3,000 people were killed when terrorists hijacked four commercial airliners. The attacks profoundly changed
American national security and led to U.S. military operations and the Global War on Terrorism.

September 12, 1814 — Battle of North Point
American militia forces confronted British troops advancing toward Baltimore during the War of 1812. Their resistance
helped delay the British advance and gave Baltimore’s defenders  time to prepare for the attack.

September 13–14, 1814 — Bombardment of Fort McHenry
British warships bombarded Fort McHenry for approximately 25 hours. The American flag  flying over the fort the
following morning inspired Francis Scott Key to write the poem that became “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

September 15, 1950 — Inchon Landing
U.S. Marines, supported by Navy and allied forces, launched a daring amphibious assault at Inchon during the Korean
War. Their success broke the North Korean advance and allowed United Nations forces to recapture Seoul.

September 17, 1787 — U.S. Constitution Signed
Delegates to the Constitutional Convention signed the United States Constitution in Philadelphia. The document
established the framework of the federal government and designated the President as Commander in Chief of the
nation’s armed forces.

September 17, 1862 — Battle of Antietam
Union and Confederate armies clashed near Sharpsburg, Maryland, in the bloodiest single day in American military
history. Approximately 23,000 soldiers were killed, wounded or missing.

September 18, 1947 — U.S. Air Force Established
The United States Air Force officially became an independent branch of the Armed Forces with implementation of the
National Security Act of 1947.

September 18, 2020 — Space Force Enlists Its First Recruits
The U.S. Space Force, established in December 2019, swore in its first group of enlisted recruits at military entrance
processing stations around the country, another milestone in building America’s newest military service.

September 23, 1949 — President Harry S. Truman Announces the Soviet Union Has an Atomic Bomb
Truman revealed that the Soviet Union had successfully tested an atomic weapon. The development ended America’s
nuclear monopoly and dramatically changed the military balance of the emerging Cold War.

September 27, 1942 — Marines Attack Along the Matanikau
U.S. Marines launched operations against Japanese forces near the Matanikau River. The fighting was part of the
months-long struggle for control of Guadalcanal, America’s first major ground offensive of World War II.
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